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conforming Puritans. But Rome was growing
fashionable, especially among great ladies of
the Court. The slight suspicion of danger
only made the intrigue more exciting. And
the royal family itself was suspected. No
other royal house of the first rank adhered
to the Reformation; princes must marry
their equals, and marriages involved danger
to the national communion. The wife of
James I. was a secret Romanist, and the
alternatives in the case of his son were a
Spanish and a French princess. The latter,
when she came, was not only a protection to-
English members of her Church but also an
active proselytiser. No wonder that Puritans
and old fashioned English churchmen grew
suspicious, and scented danger in everything
that might suggest Rome, and not least in
the canons of 1604, which were largely, and
reasonably, drawn from ancient or mediaeval
sources.

For a new spirit was coming over the more
churchly element in our communion. It was
a great age of learning, when scholars ranked
as high as scientific discoverers do to-day.
One chief field for discovery was in the litera-
ture of the early Christian centuries. English-
men took an honourable place in these pur-
suits, and England attracted great scholars.,